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B-8:  Define and provide examples of unconditioned, conditioned, and generalized reinforcers and 

punishers 

Given several examples, identify which are unconditioned, conditioned, and generalized reinforcers and 

punishers, and develop new examples for each.   

Example 
Type 

(Unconditioned, Conditioned, 
Generalized) 

Tatiana gets to work early on Fridays because she enjoys seeing 
her friend who only works on Fridays. 

 

Dion drank too much at the bar last night, missed an exam and 
had a terrible headache the next day.  He refused to drink any 
alcohol for a whole week after that. 

 

Seamus goes down a metal slide on a hot day and never wants to 
play on the slide again. 

 

Warren often puts his children to bed early so he can get some 
sleep. 

 

Mrs. Foster gives out tickets to students in her class for following 
directions and handing in homework.  Students can trade tickets 
in for prizes and homework passes at the end of the week. 

 

Raffaela avoids anything that smells like cheese curls after she 
vomited once from eating them. 

 

 
 

Unconditioned Reinforcer 

 
 

Conditioned Reinforcer 

 
 

Generalized Reinforcer 

 
 

Unconditioned Punisher 

 
 

Conditioned Punisher 

 
 

Generalized Punisher 

 


