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B-7:  Define and provide examples of automatic and socially mediated contingencies 

Given several examples, identify which are automatic and which are socially mediated contingencies, 

and create new examples for each.   

Example 
Type of Contingency 

(Automatic or Socially Mediated) 

Felix claps and cheers whenever his three-year-old daughter 
dances, so she dances whenever she sees him. 

Socially Mediated Contingency 

Milly dances because she enjoys the feeling of the movement in 
time with the music. 

Automatic Contingency 

John asks for and receives free samples from the deli staff 
whenever he visits the deli. 

Socially Mediated Contingency 

Theon enjoys laying in the sun because it’s warm. Automatic Contingency 

Raoul gets a sunburn from laying out without sunscreen on a 
warm day. 

Automatic Contingency 

Larissa is told to leave the store by the manager after she asks for 
too many free samples. 

Socially Mediated Contingency 
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